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FOREWORD

His Majesty's Government of Nepal has em-
braced the spirit of the Millennium Declara-
tion and is committed to the achievement of
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
to advance human development that pro-
vides equal opportunities and ensures a
bright future for all its citizens.

This document, the Millennium Development
Goals Progress Report 2005, and the second
in the series, shows the status of Nepal's
progress towards achieving the goals in 2005,
the first landmark year leading to 2015. The
Report is a reaffirmation of Nepal's commit-
ment to reducing poverty and advancing
human development for all its citizens.

Nepal has made significant progress over
the last 15 years in reducing poverty, improv-
ing access to education, health services, and
drinking water, and promoting biodiversity
conservation and alternative energy. It is a
remarkable achievement considering the
difficult situation in the country in recent
years. However, some serious challenges re-
main in addressing inequality and exclu-
sion, which is a critical factor hindering the
equitable distribution of the results of devel-
opment efforts across all geographical re-
gions and social groups. In order to sustain
the achievements made so far specialised
and focused development programmes are
required for the marginalised, poor, de-
prived, and excluded communities. In addi-
tion, improvements in governance as well
as conflict-sensitive programmes are precon-
ditions for enhancing delivery.

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator

UNDP Resident Representative

As s clearly articulated in the Report, Nepal's
past progress towards attainment of the
MDGs is a culmination of the government's
efforts to introduce and implement more pro-
poor policies and programmes backed by the
firm support of its wide range of development
partners and the strong commitment of civil
society and the private sector. One of the pri-
mary objectives of this Report, besides out-
lining past progress, is to identify areas for
further improvement and to learn from past
experience - both positive and negative.

This Report will provide important inputs
during the preparation of the next periodic
plan/Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper
(2007-2012), which will be based on the
MDGs in the spirit of the goals and principles
of the Millennium Declaration. At the same
time, accelerating the pace of development
towards achieving the MDGs by 2015 re-
quires not only Nepal's national commitment
but also even more generous and concerted
assistance from the international community.
Nepal being both a land locked and least
developed country, the critical role of faster
and deeper debt relief and enhanced official
development assistance (ODA) comple-
mented by a development friendly trade re-
gime cannot be over-emphasised.

This Report is also a call to everyone to join
hands with the common objective of pro-
moting the well-being of the Nepalese
people by creating a level playing field for
all citizens to participate fully in the devel-
opment process.

(VP
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DR. SHANKAR PRASAD SHARMA
Vice-Chairman
National Planning Commission
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